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Steve Neilson selected to defend
Liberal Democrat Council seat
Whitchurch Liberal Democrats have chosen Steve Neilson to
stand for election to Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council in
May this year.

Steve’s Manifesto.

Keith Watts was re-elected for a four-year term in 2014 so
remains on the council until 2018. Liberal Democrats have
represented Whitchurch on the Council since Tommy Brooks was
elected in 1978.

Steve wants to continue the campaign to keep the number of new
house builds to meet only the needs of Whitchurch, around 25
per year. He fears no houses will be built for years forcing local
families who don’t want to, to move away. And then when all the
houses get built at once, people in Basingstoke for example who
really want to stay in Basingstoke will be forced to take the sudden
surplus of houses in Whitchurch.

Steve Neilson is an Engineer who worked at Overton Paper Mill
for twenty years and has lived in Whitchurch for 18 years.
Since he took early retirement, Steve has worked for the local
community as a volunteer and Lib Dem campaigner.
Steve is ready and willing to represent Whitchurch people at
Basingstoke.

Houses for the needs of Whitchurch only.

Communication,Taxation and Representation.
From his experience representing Whitchurch as a Town
Councillor for a short while, Steve wants to continue on the theme
of communication with local residents. We pay a lot of money in
Council Tax and he’s keen for tax payers to have a say in how that
money is spent. Steve’s keen for people to understand the
different things the Town Council, the Borough Council and the
County Council all do.

Getting our fair share in Whitchurch.
Over the next few years now without the Liberal Democrats in
government, the Conservatives plan to cut money given to local
Councils very considerably. It’s going to be difficult being a
Councillor these next four years. Steve will communicate with
locals and stand up for Whitchurch. Steve will use his “heart and
his head” (that’s what we Lib Dems do best) to make sure any
cuts are minimised and done fairly. He will fight for our
town’s fair share of resources.

Clash of planning applications might mean bad news for Whitchurch
Seven years after Basingstoke &
Deane Borough Council started
work on a new Local Plan for the
Borough the latest draft plan has
been through an examination in
public by a Government
Inspector. The Council is now
consulting on a number of
changes to the plan arising from
the Inspectors comments.
Meanwhile, a Committee of the
Town Council has produced a
draft Neighbourhood Plan has
been out for initial consultation
and comments will be taken into

consideration where practicable
before reissue. The plan has to
allocate sites for an extra 200
new homes to be built as well as
150 allocated in the Local Plan.
Landowners put forward land for
many more houses than that.

Two
of
those
potential
developers did not wait for
decisions on the plans and put in
applications
for
a
total.
development of 170 houses on
their own land. They are both
expected to be put to the
Borough Councils Committee in
February. If both are allowed,
along with the homes to be built
on the allotments in Bloswood
Drive, the quota of 350 new
homes will have been allocated
before the plans for the area are
finished. Keith Watts has said
“because of the mess that the

Conservatives made of the early
stages of local planning, all the
decisions might have been preempted. As the plans have to last
until 2029 there is a high risk of
many more houses being built
here than the Town needs”
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Are you registered to vote? Removed from the Housing List
How to register
for moving to Andover?
You can register online at

The registration system
changed in June 2014.
You need to be on the electoral
register to vote in elections and
referendums.
Some people also register to vote
because they want to apply for
credit. This is because credit
reference agencies use the register
to check where someone lives
when they apply for credit in
order to prevent fraud.
The new system is called Individual
Electoral Registration. This is the
biggest change to the voter
registration system in 100 years.
In August 2015, the Council sent
out a household enquiry form to
every household. Please be sure
you’ve dealt with it as its
required by law to give the
required information.
If you haven’t already see here,

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
Everyone is responsible for
registering themselves. Under the
old system the ‘head of every
household’
could
register
everyone who lived at their
address.
You need to provide a few more
details to register - including your
national insurance number and
date of birth. This makes the
electoral register more secure.
Paper-based registration. You
could instead ask Basingstoke and
Deane Borough Council to send
you a registration form by post,
which will take a few days.
Civic Offices, London Road,
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21
4AH.
Telephone 01256 844844 or
Email
electoral.services@basingstoke.g
ov.uk
with your name(s) and address.

Councillor Keith Watts is
concerned about major
issues regarding changes in
the rules of the Housing
Waiting List, in particular
affecting those who move
away in order to find
affordable housing. It is
thought that anyone on the
new Housing Waiting List

for Whitchurch who
temporarily moves away
say to Andover, out of the
Basingstoke and Deane
Area, will be removed
from the list after 2 years!
Having work in or moving
within the Basingstoke and
Deane Borough excepted.

European Referendum, Another Silly Euromyth
With the approaching
referendum
on
our
continued membership of
the EU we expose some
Euromyths spread by
some of the mainstream
media. For this edition of
Focus we have an
excellent Euromyth that
was brewed up by the
Daily Express last year.
The Euromyth; They
say “Now bossy Brussels
is eyeing up our coffees:
EU in bid to cut caffeine
intake. THE EU faced
more ridicule last night for
trying to restrict the
drinking habits of Britain's
coffee lovers.”

The truth; The EU has
no intention of restricting
caffeine intake, nor could
it do so even if it wished!
Rather some producers
of energy drinks and other products containing
caffeine sought EU authorisation for some
claims they wanted to
make in advertisements
about caffeine’s alleged
beneficial effects.

of coffee – do not raise
safety concerns for nonpregnant adults.
This was advice was intended as guidance not as
regulation.

Under the single market
the European Food Safety
Authority has to assess
the truth of these claims
and concluded that regular caffeine consumption
of up to 400mg per day –
around four strong cups

Town Split on new Stagecoach bus service
Lib Dem Councillor Keith
Watts has heard from
locals who suffer from the
removal of bus stops in
London Road and Newbury
Road. Passengers depending
on the Kings Walk stop
include those from Firsway
and the nursing homes.
Removal of the stops by Test
Road and the Prince Regent
causes long walks. Keith says
“if the issue is that the 76 bus
used to make a dangerous left
turn from Newbury Street
into London Street at the
corner of the White Hart (as
it has one or many years),
then my suggestion is that the

route goes the opposite way
round Whitchurch than at
present. Namely, turns right
at London Street, Newbury
Hill Junction, left into Station
Road, down Evingar Road and
Lower Evingar Road, left into
Bell Street, left onto
roundabout
and
then
negotiates the right turn
more safely into London
Street before travelling east
to Basingstoke. This means
there will be no disruption to
current users and no danger
posed by buses turning into
and out of the winding Lynch
Hill Park.”

Others Say, The new
route for the 76 is
certainly
a
more
comfortable and reliable
ride now that the buses do
not have to negotiate the
parked cars and heavy
oncoming traffic in London
Street. The diminishing 86
service to Winchester is
the important issue here
and this is where the
towns people and their
elected representatives
should be focusing their
energies.
There have been no
incidents on any occasion

Walkers are Welcome...update
Whitchurch was successful in gaining
accreditation to the ‘Walkers are
Welcome’ national town network in
October; the town’s application being
considered one of the strongest
received. At Basingstoke & Deane’s
Full Council meeting in November,
Clive Sanders, Leader of the Council
congratulated Whitchurch on the
town’s achievement and suggested to
borough councillors that other
communities might like to look at the
‘Walkers are Welcome’ scheme.

Whitchurch now features on two
national websites as a destination
offering
excellent
walking
opportunities and the Steering
Committee hope that this will bring
economic benefits to the town and
community.
Since October members of the
Whitchurch Association have liaised
with HCC and, as part of footpath
management and maintenance, the
broken fingerpost opposite All

Hallows Church has now been
replaced.
The Steering Committee will shortly
begin to plan for a schedule of litter
picking beginning early spring; any
residents that might wish to volunteer
are asked to register an interest with
the Whitchurch Association c/o the
Gill Nethercott Centre.
Walkers are Welcome is not connected
with the Liberal Democrats but is given
here as information for the community.

in Lynch Hill Park with the
76 bus and the buses have
consistently kept within the
20mph limit unlike some of
the
private
vehicles
travelling the route. The 76
is now providing a much
more comfortable and
punctual service; the town
centre is noticeably less
congested, is generally a
more pleasant place to be
and the narrow footpaths
feel somewhat safer now
that there are fewer
vehicles mounting the
pavement in London Street.

