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LIBERAL DEMOCRATS: FOR A STRONGER ECONOMY AND A FAIRER SOCIETY

On the Friday after New Year your local Lib Dem
Councillors had the privilege of attending a presenta-
tion given by Adrian Noad, Chairman of Tadley and
District Community Association.

Adrian informed the assembled Town and Parish
representatives, and County and Borough councillors
of the proposal to build a Youth Centre on a piece of
land behind the Community Centre in Newchurch
Road. The idea being that the building would be used
by the young people from all the local parishes.

The Turbary Allotment Charity has expressed its will-
ingness to put a sizeable sum of money (£250,000)
into the building fund as have Tadley Town Council
from their reserves (£50,000). In March, electors in
Tadley will be asked, in a referendum run by the
Electoral Commission, if they are willing for Tadley

Town Council to raise some £250,000 via a Public
Works Loan. This would be paid off over 15 years
and if agreed will cost a Band D household about
£3.63 each year.

There would still be a shortfall in the funding, but
hopefully some of the other parishes that were rep-
resented at the meeting would feel able to provide
some funding as well, and there were other possible
sources hinted at.

The scheme is a really exciting one for the young
people of Tadley and district and one we believe that
we are crying out for. Our local youngsters don’t
have a real focal point where they can meet, so hav-
ing a youth centre would be a huge benefit, absorb-
ing their time and energy in a safe and secure place.

We are sure that a lot will be heard about this pro-
posal in the coming months leading up to the refer-
endum and no doubt answers to all the questions
concerning the scheme will be thoroughly aired. Let
us know what you think.

Your LibDem
Councillors’ New

Year’s Wish
As councillors residents frequently ask us to deal
with the problems that they have noticed in their
area. Some of the things that we are told about
regularly are potholes, not the result of any per-
son or group but which come about through the
wear and tear of general use or the lack of main-
tenance.
Some problems that are reported to us, how-
ever, have come about because there are resi-
dents who don’t respect the rights of others to
enjoy the environment in which they live and de-
spoil their surroundings through thoughtless or
careless behaviour.
We get notified about such things as:

Parking across footways such that a vehicle
blocks the safe passage of pedestrians, par-
ticularly making things difficult for residents
with pushchairs, young children, the elderly
and the disabled to avoid the obstruction
without going into the road

Residents failing to pick up after their dogs
The casual dropping of litter
Hedges not trimmed back that then cause
obstruction on footways

Some of these things are fairly easily acted up-
on, others less so, but the point is that most of
the problems that we come across and are
asked to rectify are because people act in such
a way that their behaviour causes the issue.
So our New Year’s wish would be that we all re-
spect the surroundings that we live in and do
everything we can to maintain their pleasant ap-
pearance for the benefit of everyone  in Tadley
and Baughurst.

Bays Court and surrounding area
As local councillors, residents tell us about their concerns and the area around Bays
Court in Bishopswood Road often comes up. We are trying to bring about some improve-
ments here. It is an area that is used by young and old and so when we are told about
holes in the ground, uneven pavement areas and leaky gutters spilling water on to the
passers-by we endeavour to get these matters rectified.

Left: Councillor Warwick Lovegrove indicates
some uneven paving that it would be very easy
to trip on

Below: Dangerous holes appear that could
easily trap a foot. A new cover has now been
put on this one

A Vision for our Young People

Left: Water
from the gutter
soaks the wall
of the flats and
falls on to the
pedestrians
below



Your Lib Dem Team works hard all year round to solve your problems

What can we do for YOU? Tell us what you think
If you have any comments on this Focus, or if you have a problem which you think we could

help with, please get in touch with one of the team below or email us on
tandblibdems@outlook.com

We’d also like to hear from you if you think you could help us
 – perhaps deliver some Focus leaflets

Your Tadley and Baughurst Lib Dem Focus Team
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Wall repaired at last!
A length of wall at a garage block in Wigmore
Road had become dangerous when part of it fell
away. After a lot of effort on the part of Borough
Councillor Mike Bound to determine who exactly
was responsible, the wall has been repaired, as
can be seen in the picture.  Hopefully, the adja-
cent householder will now feel less concerned
for the safety of children who might play nearby.

Tadley Town Councillor Jo Slimin
writes a regular blog for Focus

Dog Fouling
In response to a plea made by some local resi-
dents, we asked Tadley Town Council to put up
notices on all the lamp standards for all dog own-
ers in the Almswood Road and Titherley Park
areas to remind them to please pick up after their
dogs and use the bins that have been provided.

Most dog owners are extremely responsible and
don’t need reminding, but we hope that some
who don’t act so responsibly will get the mes-
sage that it is breaking the law to not clear up
after their dog has ‘pooed’.
There can’t be anybody reading this who hasn’t
had the extreme inconvenience of having to
clean shoes that have been fouled because
some unsociable resident has failed in their duty
to clean up after their dog; it’s not the dog’s fault!

Flooding Causes Misery
Baughurst residents, who had been plagued by fre-
quent flooding incidents outside their property that
caused water to flow through their garden and often
their house, had at least some cause to celebrate in
the New Year.

In November, County Councillor Warwick Lovegrove
and Borough Councillor Mike Bound, along with the
resident concerned, met with a Hampshire County
Council highways engineer to discuss a plan of action
that would make good a situation that the resident
had been trying to get rectified for many years.

Unfortunately it required another flood incident for
the matter to be tackled seriously. Emergency clo-
sure of the highway for a number of days was re-
quired for the repair to the collapsed drainage
system under the road to be effected. At the time of
the second serious flood incident the residents had
already put in place extensive and expensive repairs
to the Grade II-listed building, only to have this sec-
ond lot of flooding completely ruin the works.

We can report that the road junction in the area of
the repair work now drains well, which will benefit
not only the householder affected, but all local road
users.

At this particular location the wind has blown a lot of the
rubbish around and about, so when it is dealt with by the
Street Care team it won’t be an easy task.

It is an offence to fly tip so if you notice some-
body doing it and they are in a car for instance,
jot down the registration number and inform the
Borough Council. Use the ‘Report It’ tab on the
website www.basingstoke.gov.uk or phone
01256 844844.

Fly Tipping
Once again, we have had to notify the relevant
authority about incidents of fly tipping in the area
because we have noticed or been informed
about them.
There seem to be certain places that are a regu-
lar target, for instance in Bishopswood Lane as
you drop down towards the golf course.

Plans for our new Youth Centre are moving forward
quickly. Went to meeting in November where saw
more detailed plans for the preferred option. The
group invited councillors, including from our adjoin-
ing parishes, to a presentation of the plans on 3 Janu-
ary. Next day we took drawings to Town Council
surgery at Sainsbury's. Spoke with a wide range of
people there.

In March, a special newsletter will go out with the
referendum asking Tadley council tax payers if they
are in agreement with the Council taking out a 15-
year Public Works Loan to build the centre on land
behind the Community Centre. Projected yearly cost
for a band D taxpayer is £3.63 per household – for
which I got half a dozen eggs, a tin of baked beans
and a packet of crumpets in Sainsbury’s that morn-
ing. Electoral Commission will handle the referen-
dum. Hope electors in Tadley will find time to
respond.

Community bus service started by TTC with Baug-
hurst and Kingsclere parish councils, operated by
Basingstoke Community Transport, is going well. Has
been much appreciated by users over holiday period.
We are reviewing the route following feedback so
watch out for more on this.

At beginning of January TTC set budgets for 2014-15.
Asking for same level of contribution from tax payers
as last year. January is grant application time for two
of the organisations I chair. Barlow’s Park Manage-
ment Association run the football facility in Silchester
Road with volunteers. Football is still popular and the
home club, Tadley Calleva, have some 24 teams rang-
ing from 8 to adult. Limited local pitches available so
it is important that we have enough funds to provide
some for use by local teams.

Tadley Citizens Advice Bureau is a charity and also
relies on grant-funding from local council. Big Lottery
have funded a project to add an evening session.
Looking for volunteers willing to be trained to offer
this advice session. If you have some spare time, and
fancy a new and exciting challenge in 2014, then
please contact the Bureau on 0118 9817567 or email
training@tadleycab.cabnet.org.uk to find out more.


