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Environment Chief says, ‘Yes!’

County Budget builds reserves
and attacks the vulnerable, again!

Cllr Mike Bound, aware of the Borough’s ‘Green Reserve’ fund, asked the Portfolio holder for the Environment on Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council
whether it would be a good idea to spend some of the one million pounds in the
Hampshire County Council, at the recent Budget meeting, voted through
fund to help out community organisations in the Borough with their spiraling
the budget as proposed. An amendment, put forward by the LibDems on
the council, proposed not cutting the budget in respect of children with dis- energy bills. The plan would be to provide solar panels on community buildings
so that the energy produced would supply the building when occupied, but at
abilities and assistance for their carers, was defeated. The budget that has other times the energy would be fed back to the national grid.

now gone through saves between 2.5 and 3.5 million pounds, but one
should bear in mind that HCC has reserves in excess of £300,000,000.
Where does this leave that vulnerable group in our society?

Cllr Warwick Lovegrove says, ‘We appreciate that the national government
has cut its grant to HCC but the County Council has frozen the budget
every year for the past five years. That has meant cuts in all areas, particularly affecting the vulnerable – we don’t think that this is fair or equitable.’
After the meeting, LibDem County Group
Leader, Cllr Keith House, commented:
‘Hampshire's Conservatives love taking
your money and putting it in the bank,
rather than spending it on vital, local services.
This year, they are going to put your cash
into the bank to save it for a "rainy day",
yet at the same time take money away
from buses, libraries, adult care, even
short breaks for children with disabilities.
Hampshire Liberal Democrats say it's raining now. And we need to protect services,
not cut them. That's what the Liberal Democrats at the County tried to do as part of
the County's annual budget.
The LibDems want a stronger economy.

We said we wanted an "Invest in Hampshire" project with £30,000,000 extra on
road and pavement repairs, fixing bridges
and tackling future flooding.
The LibDems want a fairer society. We said
we wanted more volunteers to save our
libraries and youth services, Hampshire
Council to take charge of its own bus services, and to protect children with disabilities, and their parents too.
Hampshire Conservatives said "no" to
these simple, cost-effective plans.
The LibDems are a party of government,
not of protest. The LibDems take responsibility for our County. We care about people, and our County's future. Sadly, the
Conservative don't appear to.’

The question was asked particularly in relation to the valuable community facility
at Barlows Park in Tadley. Their energy bills this year are estimated to be
around £12,000. Cllr Jo Slimin, who chairs the Management Association, welcomes the news and will be writing to the Portfolio holder for more information.
The picture shows the community facility in use for a sports Disability Inclusive
day, so its uses are much wider, not just for football.

New Developments in Tadley

Late Night Bus – trial period

Hampshire County Council has gifted land, behind the Community Centre in Newchurch Road, to
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council to lease to the community for a new youth facility. HCC
are also proposing an outline planning application for new dwellings on the old Infant school site.

How many houses
would you put on the
old school site?
A recent presentation at the
Community Centre enabled interested local people to view
the proposed new buildings for
the school site. The outline plan
for the new homes and the proposals for the new youth facility were on show. The drop-in
session was well attended and
people were given the chance
to air their views, and to submit
them in writing.

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council is going to provide funding for Stagecoach, our bus provider, to trial a late bus service.
The trial will last for nine months – if it doesn’t get enough use
then it will stop.

For more information on the North West Hampshire Liberal Democrats visit:

In October 2011, Cllr Mike Bound asked a question at Council
about the withdrawal of the existing late service; he had been
contacted by many upset users of the service, who would be
severely inconvenienced. One resident said that she had just
bought a pass for her daughter to use to enable her to get to
and from a job in the town – with the cutting of the late service
the whole point of the purchase turned out to be a big waste of
money.

http://nwhantslibdems.org.uk

So, some two and half years on, a late service is coming back
for a limited trial – please use it, if you want it to carry on.

Potholes calamity
There is no doubt that this winter has proved
calamitous for our local roads.

know about them, then they can get something
done. It’s worth noting that a temporary filling
may be used in potholes to alleviate the immediate danger before a permanent repair is made.

As our pictures illustrate your councillors are
We have been notified that a number of Tadley
pro-active in bringing the offending road hazards estate roads are going to be re-surfaced in the
to the notice of Hampshire Highways; once they near future – so that’s some good news!

And it’s not just potholes
We also hear about other problems. For instance a road sign in Inhurst Lane, Baughurst,
that had been knocked down has now been replaced, due to action by Cllr Mike Bound.

Town Councillor Jo Slimin writes
a regular blog for Focus
Good news all round in February as the route of
the Shopabout bus service has changed, after
feedback, and now covers more of Baughurst
and Tadley. See below for map and timetable.
However the pilot service, extended for one
month with a grant from Cllr Warwick Lovegrove,
needs to be used so we can continue it after
April. Urging everyone to spread the word and
issuing information to the press to do this.

Grant applications to Tadley Town Council for
Barlow’s Park and the Citizens Advice Bureau
running costs were successful so we can operate another year – thanks to them for funding
them both.
Now waiting for the result of the referendum on
the Youth Centre to see what next big challenge
will be.
Route 56 timetable

Mike Bound recently asked Thames Water to
replace the broken and dangerous manhole
cover at the junction of Huntsmoor Road and
Bishopswood Road, that was reported to him by
a local resident.

The return journey leaves Sainsbury’s at 12.40

Bishopswood Shops – North
entrance to become one-way?
Councillor Warwick Lovegrove welcomes the proposal
to impose one-way traffic, north to south only, on the
northern access road leading to Bishopswood Road
Shops, between its junction with Bishopswood Road
and the northern end of the parking area.

More details and information can be obtained from Tadley
library or viewed at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/publicnotices
Any views/objections on the proposal must be in writing
and sent to STUART JARVIS, Director of Economy,
Transport and Environment, The Castle, Winchester,SO23
8UD or email: public.notices@hants.gov.uk. Representations may be made public.

Pathway access through a barrier is a problem
for a resident with a mobility scooter at Hilton
Court. Warwick Lovegrove is helping to make
Warwick believes this will make the area safer for all!
sure that this no longer remains a concern.

Your Lib Dem Team works hard all year round to solve your problems

What can we do for YOU? Tell us what you think
If you have any comments on this Focus, or if you have a problem which you think we could
help with, please get in touch with one of the team below or email us on
tandblibdems@outlook.com

We’d also like to hear from you if you think you could help us
– perhaps deliver some Focus leaflets

Your Tadley and Baughurst Lib Dem Focus Team
Cllr Warwick Lovegrove
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0118 9814688

Cllr Sue Mullan
Tadley Town Council
susanmarycoppard@aol.com
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Cllr Adrian Noad
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Help for the revised Kingsclere to
Tadley bus service
County Councillor Warwick Lovegrove
(Baughurst & Tadley) has given a grant
of £800, as requested by the organisers,
to assist this relatively new bus service.

