
Consercosercotive Party?

Liberal Democrats refused to support compensation for Serco. But
both Tory and Labour councillors approved the budget changes.

Basingstoke Tories have set aside a budget of £290,000 to
compensate Serco for lost income from running three of
Basingstoke’s leisure sites during the Covid lock down!

However, this budget didn’t include any refund from Serco
when it switched our bin collection service from weekly to
fortnightly during the pandemic!

The Tories latest wheeze to get house-building moving should not go unnoticed or
unchallenged. If implemented it will lead to:

• Power taken away from local areas and will ignore the wishes of local people
• Result in fewer affordable homes being built - builders will only have to build affordable

homes on sites where there are 40 or more homes under construction
• The ‘right to be heard’ removed from planning

legislation bypassing elected local councillors
• Monies from developers to offset development in

the local community will be scrapped and
money for infrastructure will only be payable after
a development is built

• Nothing to benefit the battle against climate change or to
enhance biodiversity

• Top down imposition from government of housing targets
• Country ‘zoned’ by diktat from on high into, Growth,

Renewal or Protection areas with no choice as to which
area you go into

• Targets for building will be set nationally with little said about inter-council cooperation, eg
Hampshire County Council and West Berks

Tory Planning Proposals will be
disastrous

Local campaigners save ancient tree
Jo Slimin reports, ‘The power of community action was demonstrated recently when a campaign

was launched to stop the Borough felling a much loved oak tree in
New Road, Tadley.. The tree is estimated to be well over 150 years
old, possibly nearer 300. A small group set about letting local
residents know about the plans via both local and social media.
Their petition was signed by thousands and many letters and emails
were sent by all who agreed that the tree should be saved. Well
done to all the group for their hard work and the successful
outcome which I was delighted to give some support to’.

Tadley Town Council has an Environmental group (TEG) that planted
a few new trees earlier in 2020 and will be looking to plant more in
2021 with the support of other groups. Jo is a member of that
group and asks “If you can think of any areas that would be suitable
for more tree planting in Tadley, Baughurst and surrounding areas
please let me know. They can be small areas for a few trees as every
little helps to cut the effects of pollution and climate change.”

For more information on TEG please visit the Town Council website.

Operates our Aquadrome, Tadley Swimming Pool,Operates our Aquadrome, Tadley Swimming Pool,
Golf Centre and Refuse collection serviceGolf Centre and Refuse collection service..

Are Tories too
soft with Serco?

Gazette - Nov 2020

More than 250 complaints
about bin collections

Council criticised for
"bailing out Serco" after
outsourcing giant
requested a refund for
leisure facility closures
during lockdown.

Basingstoke and Deane
Council loaned Serco
£5million interest-free to
buy 44 gas-guzzling
rubbish trucks.
Gazette - Sep 2020

Gazette - Oct 2020

Guardian - Oct 2020

Serco profits surge
thanks to Covid-19 test-
and-trace contract

News-Oct 2020

Serco expects profits to
exceed expectations this
year thanks to corona
virus-related work.
B B C

When Serco runs a reduced bin service, the Tories let residents pay
for it. And when Serco gets a reduced income from our leisure sites,
the Tories use residents’ money to pay for it. Whose side are the
Conservatives on?

Whilst local people suffer as a result of the pandemic, Serco, who
won the ‘track and trace’ contract from the Government, announced
a huge boost to its profits due to COVID.

Demanding Better for Our Residents

Focus - Tadley
Baughurst &
Kingsclere

Mike Jo Warwick

Kerry Rene
A Winning team Sue Ria



We Need Your Help
Can spare just 30 minutes to
help deliver Focus in your road?

Please let us know of any local problems, write to:
Jo Slimin, 9 Swains Rd., Tadley. RG26 4LY
Telephone - 01189813154

name

phone email

address

It Matters What You Think!

The Liberal Democrats will use any personal data we collect in accordance with our privacy policy at: libdems.org.uk/privacy.
To exercise your legal data rights, email: data.protection@libdems.org.uk.

Good News
Hampshire
intend to carry
out repairs at
Almswood Road
(left) & Shaw
Lane (below) in
the near future

But not so
good is shown
below, an area
near the old
Fox & Hounds
in Wolverton -
Come on
Hampshire -
must do
better!

Sainsburys not building a petrol station at
Tadley store?

We understand that Sainsbury’s have put the land,
where they have planning permission for a petrol

station, up for
sale. The planned
site would have
been accessed
only via their
existing car park
on land off
Silchester Road.
Residents have
been asking why
they have not

proceeded with the build as supermarket fuel
prices are usually much more competitive than the
major oil companies. Now it looks like the local
area will not benefit from cheaper priced fuels and
some competition for custom.

Pay More get Less
with the Tories

Basingstoke’s Tories are planning
to increase Council Tax and:
remove the subsidy for those on
benefits for use of the Council’s
pest control service, meaning
they’ll need to pay £60
increase the charges for bulky
and garden waste collection
ditch the town centre shuttle bus
take away free parking in Council
car parks for residents with
disabilities
scrap discounts for parking
permits for over 75s

Lib
DemTory Lab

Based on recent
election results,
the Lib Dems are

the only party
able to challenge
the Tories in the

wider Tadley area

Community News from Kingsclere
1. There is a ‘go fund me’ page to try and support the
Kingsclere Community Independent library. The
current rent bill is £4566/annum If you can help go to,
www.go.fundme.com/f/save.kingsclere.library
2. The Kingsclere Community Covid support team
still deliver shopping, pharmacy prescriptions and any
essential items if your are shielding or unable to go
out. Request should be made through Swan St. Stores
or the chemist. Mark is coordinating the volunteers.
3. Food donations for Kingsclere Food Bank. It is
still operating
during ‘lockdown’
providing an
essential service to
our local
community. Please
bring any donations
to the Kingsmill
Room (side of
church) at between
11:30 & 12:30 on
Thursdays and
Fridays - an incredible effort from volunteers.

Our May Local Elections
There are only a few months until the ‘All Out’ local elections when candidates will put
themselves forward to fill the new Borough Council areas. On May 6th there will also be
votes cast for County Councillors (based on the areas as
they are at present) and voting for a Police & Crime
Commissioner.

If you intend to vote then you might consider in these
strange times a postal vote or as the people of the USA
would understand it, a ‘mail in’ vote. It’s a relatively easy
process to get a postal vote so if you want to follow this
route then you’ll need to fill in the relevant form to bring
this about - just contact Electoral Services at Basingstoke

Tadley Community Support
The Tadley Hub is providing community support for the
greater Tadley area with shopping and medical supplies.
Citizens Advice Tadley continues working remotely with
advice on employment, benefits and debt issues.
Food Bank supplies are still coming to the Tadley area via
local deliveries from Basingstoke for those that qualify.

Local residents give big thumbs up to play area revamp

Tadley Town Council has received many messages of
appreciation from residents for the new equipment which has
been installed in the play area behind Giles Road. Jo Slimin
reports that she was approached by a local resident who
suggested that the area needed a revamp and that more items
for younger children would be welcomed there. A kick-about
area with a goalpost was also suggested on the grassed area
next to the playground. Jo says, “ I raised this at Tadley Town
Council’s Leisure and Recreation Committee, which I chair, and
the Council agreed to the work being done. The new
equipment was installed in November and has been well used
and much appreciated since. This is a welcome addition to our
play areas which are located across the town and I am always
happy to get feedback from residents where we can make
improvements.”
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