
Reflections on the EU Elections by Luigi Gregori 

 

The European Parliamentary elections have come and gone. Turnout in Test Valley was just 

over 40%, and the big winners were the Brexit Party and the Liberal Democrats. The Greens 

did well but Change UK and UKIP fared poorly. At the European level, the populist parties 

did not do as well as expected, whilst the Liberals and Greens made significant gains. The 

detailed results are:  

 

                                    
 

After three years of not going anywhere with Brexit, the EU Parliamentary elections were not 

a prospect that I relished, especially after the local elections. However, wearing my yellow 

Lib Dem sweatshirt, I listened to many polite, interesting and at times funny comments about 

the whole disaster. Most people were disillusioned by the process. There are some who 

refused to vote and called a plague on all Whitehall political parties. There are those who 

would vote for hard Brexit parties even though they despaired of the political system. There 

are also those who wanted Brexit but had no time for either Farage or UKIP. 

 

If you looked at either the Conservatives or Labour and the seemingly never-ending 

discussions, party political advantage is put before national interest. Sorting out the crisis and 

it is a crisis, takes second place. As a UKIP colleague and I agreed, May was a Nowhere 

person, she was neither Remain nor Leave, just Nowhere. One Brexiteer jokingly told me that 

the incompetence of both Corbyn and May was all to the Lib Dems benefit. 

 

What was depressing was that neither Farage nor the Conservative party put out a manifesto. 

Once a savvy media operator, Farage when challenged about his politics goes into a huff 

worthy of Trump. You will get a Farage manifesto after the election! Labour had a manifesto 

but ignored Europe altogether. The underlying problem is that Corbyn is only interested in a 

socialist utopia: Venezuela or Cuba are his attractive propositions. Europe is a capitalist 

structure and best avoided. 

 

On the Remain front it is clear that the Liberal Democrats are the largest party. Our message 

is clear: Stop Brexit. After three years of going nowhere we need to go back to first 

principles. The best deal available is to Remain. Irrespective of what party you generally vote 

for you know where the Liberal Democrats stand. 

 

My gratitude goes to all those who took part. Voting is an important part of our civic 

responsibilities and should be encouraged whenever possible. Clearly our special thanks goes 



to all those who loaned us Liberal Democrats their vote. We should also thank the staff of 

Test Valley Borough Council who cheerfully gave up part of their bank holiday weekend to 

carry out the count. Furthermore, our council, unlike many others, decided to engage 

proactively with our local EU citizens and helped to progress their registration to vote. Well 

done to them! 

 

Unfortunately, this dedication to public service was not replicated by most of our political 

parties. I was shocked on the day to find the Liberal Democrats were the only party who 

bothered to field a team of counting agents. Counting agents are responsible for insuring the 

proper governance of the count. My thanks to Councillors Mark Cooper and John Parker who 

came up from Romsey and our own Andover local champions Josie Msonthi and Robin 

Hughes. One welcome individual who broke the mould was Tory councillor Phil Lashbrook 

who attended to support our council staff. All credit to those who turned up. If we want 

public office, if we want the trappings of power, we need to do the work even if 

unglamorous. 

 

Moving forward many politicians are learning the wrong lessons and adapting the results to 

suit their own political agendas. Posturing by Boris Johnson seeking to out-brexit the Brexit 

Party may well repeat recent failures. Whilst Conservative members may favour a no-deal 

Brexit, the reality is that many people in parliament or in the country are not in favour. 

Corbyn meanwhile continues to dither, yet the potential dislocation of a no-deal Brexit 

significantly increases the chances of a socialist ‘utopia.’ That great Victorian Prime Minister 

and champion of national interest, Palmerston, would turn in his grave. But then he was a 

Liberal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


