Your Choice

More investment in Andover
The Community Infrastructure Levy is a forthcoming planning
charge on new buildings, paid to the Council by the developerwith the money used to improve your community. This is going to
be introduced and will allow your Town Council to have more say
on what could be improved. Your Town Council can direct how
some of this money is spent and influence the use of the rest of
the money - with your help.
By telling us what is needed where you live, we can work to make
it happen.
Infrastructure includes:
Roads and other transport facilities
Flood defences
Schools and other educational facilities
Medical facilities
Sporting and recreational facilities
Open spaces

What do you want to see
improved in Andover?

Katherine Bird and Nigel Long are actively involved in the Town
Summits. They are both passionate about promoting Andover and
attracting more people into the town centre. Some projects are
being made possible by Test Valley and Hampshire County Council
working together.

Andover Focus
Info@nwhantslibdems.org.uk

Winter Edition

A walkabout highlighted weeds around the street furniture, blocked
drains, uneven paving as well as bad repairs. Also reported were
the bollards, where the lack of bright paint causes a hazard for
visually impaired people, these are now being gradually repainted.
As part of a parking review Ultra Short Stay spaces are going to be
introduced onto Bridge Street, signs are to be reviewed to
welcome visitors to Andover, and help them find their way around.
There is a pledge to introduce more greenery in large moveable
street planters.
Councillors Nigel Long and Katherine
Bird inspect footpath renovation sites
before and after

Many of the streetlights
are in an awful state,
needing repairs and
redecoration and as this
should already have been
done as part upgrading
the
lighting
across
Hampshire, we have
assurances that it will
now happen in the first
part of 2014.
Katherine and Nigel
regularly report back on
items
that
need
addressing. They would
be delighted to hear your
priorities for the town.

High Street Bollards, before and after
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Your Lib Dem Councillors, Nigel
Long and Katherine Bird, have been
working hard to get improvements
on Pilgrims Way.

Completed work includes; unsafe
service covers replaced, safety at
the electrical sub-station improved,
new signage on the ring road
Since 2012 we have been working installed, tree survey done and tree
to ensure that footpaths around the works started.
edge of the estate will be funded as
part of the Andover Access Plan. Pilgrims Way will now be included
This covers the new footpath for resurfacing under Operation
between Tesco and the underpass. Resilience. We continue to work
We are working to add a footpath with Aster and Hampshire County
to
make
further
from The Swallow into the estate. Council
improvements.
Please
complete
the
The survey responses from Pilgrims
Way demonstrated your support for survey overleaf and let us know
what’s on the top of your list.
this work.
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Town Council Updates

Vigo Road Recreation Ground
Nigel Long and Katherine
Bird have been working with
local residents and Police to
reduce antisocial behaviour in
Vigo Rd Recreation Ground.
The Police and Communities
Together (PACT) group have
been very successful.
Key changes include moving two benches away from the hedge
along Recreation Road and lowering of the hedges.
There is now an increased police presence and community support
teams in the area and fencing has been repaired.

Your Lib Dem Town Councillors are pushing forward to improve
Andover. Things we have been doing include:
-

Local consultation on Borough and County projects,
making sure that your voice is heard and you are informed.

-

Setting up a Youth Council, empowering young people
and engaging with the whole community.

-

Campaigning for a Town Forum, where local questions
can be discussed by all interested members of the public.

-

Representing you on planning applications, for
example objecting to the Churchill development, they
have put in a more appropriate application.

Some of the trees along the footpath have already been cut back, and
others have been requested to be trimmed to improve visibility.
Hampshire County Council are scheduled to upgrade the lighting
along the footpath, as part of the wider street lighting changes.

-

Providing Christmas Lights and working on events for
switch on.

Test Valley Borough Local Plan

-

Running town centre events such as community
markets, events to mark the Diamond Jubilee and
promoting WW1 commemoration events in the future.

The production of the local plan for Test Valley is now a step nearer.
The plan sets out the amount and location of residential, employment
and retail developments for the next 18 years.
The plan is available to view online at www.testvalley.gov.uk/ldf
Hard copies will be available in local libraries and Beech Hurst.
It will show the housing figures for Test Valley. 40% of new housing
will be affordable to take people off housing waiting lists. A decent
home is a key concern of residents.
This plan proposes building 588 homes per year
in Test Valley. In Andover 400 additional dwellings
are proposed for Picket Piece and a further 300
homes proposed for Picket Twenty.
This plan will go out for further public consultation
before being submitted to the Secretary of State.
Do you feel that Andover is growing too fast?
Please contact us to let us know YOUR thoughts.

Carpenter Gets It Fixed
Hardworking Town Councillor Barbara Carpenter
addresses pedestrian safety issues on Roman Way.
Following recent concerns raised by residents, Cllr Carpenter has arranged
for wire mesh to be fitted alongside the footbridge near
the subway on Roman way.
“I was particularly concerned about the safety risk
posed to children and I'm glad to see that a decent
safety measure has been fitted.”
Fencing has also been installed on the footbridge from
King Arthur's Way to Roman Way.
Do you know of a particular safety risk in your
area? Please use the contact details overleaf and we
will try to tackle the problem.

Tell us what
YOU think!
Residents’ 60 second survey

Which of the following issues are priorities in
your area?
Potholes and Parking

Footpaths and Trees
Dog Fouling and Litter
Buses and Shops
Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour
None of the above
Please give us details:

-

Providing grants to small community groups to improve
their resources.

Borough Council Updates
Katherine Bird reported 63 problems in the town centre, and was
joined by Barbara Long and Nigel Long when Test Valley and
Hampshire County Councils subsequently conducted a walkabout
to fully catalogue work needed – many of these are now being
addressed.
We have arranged for several improvements to Vigo Road
Recreation Ground, such as moving seats at the request of
residents and lowering of hedges along the edge of the grounds.
Nigel Long has worked with local parking wardens to keep cars off
the double yellow lines on
Acre Path. This means that
refuse lorries and emergency
vehicles can gain access to
Borsberry Close.

Your details
Name: ___________________

Telephone: ______________

Address: _________________

Email: __________________

(First line of your postal address)

(We’ll email you the results of the survey)

Return Address:
Nigel Long also managed to get
the free
community sports
sessions held during the school
holidays run on Pilgrim’s Way
for the first time. This enabled
more children an opportunity to
take part.
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