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Council Tax is an unfair tax hurting poorer people unlike the fairer national income tax. Conservative
governments have cut grants to councils which come from income tax, and Conservative central
government funding of local government is disappearing. The whole system needs major reform.

Lib Dems fight for Health and
Social Care
For too many years our NHS has not got the
investment it needs, complains local champion
Luigi Gregori. Conservative prime minister May’s
announcement of an extra £20 billion is a 3.3% per
year real terms increase. Historical annual spending
increases have averaged 3.7%. This is not enough.
We need to spend at least 4% more per year to fix
the NHS. This will have to be funded by increases in
tax and borrowing. Brexit dividends will not kick in
until after 2023 as we will still be involved in divorce
proceedings.

If we are going to get the NHS we need, at the levels of Germany or France, then we have to pay more
in tax. There is cross-party consensus on the Lib Dem policy of increasing income tax by 1 pence to
pay for the NHS. “The NHS has announced plans to have a doctor led emergency hub at Andover
Hospital, yet without money it will end up as our Minor Injuries Unit did some years back: closed
or on reduced hours,” says concerned Cllr Richard Kidd.

Tory council taxes have gone up, with
services cut. Hampshire Conservatives
voted through a 5.99% increase in tax,
and cuts of £140 million. Such cuts have
led to a loss of youth services, teachers,
and significant cuts for the elderly.
Conservative Test Valley Borough
Council increased its tax by 3.66%.
There was no need to do this. All they
are doing is increasing their cash piles.
“Meanwhile, Romsey Town's Tory
councillors increased its Tax by
nearly 15%,” points out Cllr Robin
Hughes. “In Andover Town, the Lib
Dems worked together on a cross-
party basis to prevent a rise with no
reduction in services.”

COUNCIL TAXES UP SERVICES DOWN
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FOCUS on LOCAL COUNCILS
Parish and town councils provide the first tier of local
government in Hampshire. Their two main roles are
statutory consultees on planning and the provision of
allotments. Councils can also provide support to public
events and causes. Cllr Richard Kidd notes local
councillors are all volunteers and unlike Test Valley
or Hampshire councillors do not get paid. There are
often vacancies in local councils. If you are interested
please contact your local parish clerk.

Community Input for Planning
Planning  applications impact on all of
us, and is one key area where we
interact with  a council. Local councils
provide community input into planning
through a combination of local
knowledge, local policies and issues
raised by residents. The final decision
lies with Test Valley as the planning
authority. In Andover, our planning
committee picked up Conservative Test
Valley’s decision to demolish the public
toilets, provided advance warning of the
fiasco of the Andover Leisure Centre and
the problems with the temporary
swimming pool.

Often local councils are the only defence
against over development of a parish, or
the lack of infrastructure such as roads,
schools, and doctor surgeries.

Andover Town Council: Barbara Long, Chair of Planning and Town
Mayor (centre), with Lib Dems Barbara Carpenter and Luigi Gregori
working through planning applications.

Civic Vandalism or Inspired Leadership? Andover Town Council opposed Test Valley’s decision to
demolish the George Yard toilets. What did you think? Were you one of the many like us who signed a
petition to stop it? Meanwhile, despite many words from Conservative Test Valley, the town centre
infrastructure is declining, and more shops are empty.
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Allotments

Vigo Road Allotments. One of seven sites in Andover. Allotments are a
major resource for individuals and community groups.

All parishes have a statutory  duty
to provide allotments if requested,
though not all parishes do so.
When Andover Town Council was
established it assumed
responsibility for the town's 7 sites
and over 500 plots from Test
Valley. Sites were run down. The
Town Council has since invested to
ensure they are properly managed.
Lib Dem Kevin Hughes, allotments
committee chair, said "We will
continue to ensure we have the
best value for money allotments
possible for current tenants and
future generations."

Supporting and Running
Community Events
“Local councils support community events and
causes,” explained Cllr Len Gates. These are often
run with partner organisations including Test Valley.
In Andover, the town council supports events such
as the Christmas Lights, A-Fest, Shilling Fair and the
Festival of Motoring. The Christmas lights and the
associated electrics are owned and maintained by
the Town Council itself. The Andover Shilling Fair
(left) was a successful event first run last year. This
year it will be bigger and better – come along on
Sunday 12 August  2018.

Support your parish council. Make your parish matter. Support Andover
Town Council. MAKE ANDOVER MATTER

Community Campaigning Works
After more than FOUR years campaigning, local
champion Barbara Carpenter (left) would like to
thank the hard work of staff, governors, parents and
local residents in pushing Hampshire County
Council to provide a school crossing for Roman
Way Primary School. A great success for the local
community. When the County Council is cutting
lolly-pop ladies, what price our children’s
safety?
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Fracking? NO THANKS!
“Fracking poses a risk to local water supplies
and produces greenhouse gases which are
bad for climate change,” explains Luigi
Gregori. The Conservative government is
planning to drastically rewrite planning rules that
could make it as easy for fracking companies
to drill as putting up a garden shed. Local
people and local councils would no longer
have a say. Fracking companies could start
drilling across huge parts of the country without
any planning applications. The Lib Dems are
against fracking. We should be focusing on
renewables such as wind and solar power.

Brexit - we need a
People’s Vote
“Whether you voted Leave or Remain you are probably
fed up with Brexit,” suggests Cllr Len Gates.  The
Conservative government’s negotiations are going
nowhere fast, and we have no idea what the final Brexit
deal will look like. Will we stay in the Single Market or
the customs union? What about Europol, the European
Space Agency, Euratom and the European Medicines
Agency?  All are deemed vital to our national
interest. Until we know the result of the negotiations,
we cannot make an informed decision. It is like
buying a house without looking at it. When we know
the deal, we can make a decision, and that is why
we need People's Vote on the Brexit deal.

How to contact your Lib Dem team
Write to us at:                          Email us at:

Andover Lib Dems        andoverlibdems@gmail.com
77 Charlton Road
Andover       Phone:or Text: 07563 139002
SP10 3XB

If you contact us, the Liberal Democrats, locally and nationally, may use information
provided, including your political views, to further our objectives, share it with our

elected representatives and/or contact you in future using any of the means provided.
Some contacts may be automated. You may opt out of some or all contacts or exercise

your other legal rights by contacting us. Further details are in our Privacy Policy at
www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.

Test Valley Borough Council is a two horse race:

37 Conservatives 9 Lib Dems


