
Thank you for voting in the Council
Election and the EU Referendum

Whitchurch Liberal Democrats were grateful
for the support given to our candidate, Steve
Neilson, by local people in the May election.
We didn’t win but sitting Councillor Keith
Watts and the local Focus team will continue
to work for the best interests of Whitchurch
folk all the year round.

We were also very active in the campaign to
remain IN the European Union.  Following the
referendum we accept that the government is
bound to prepare now for Britain to leave the
EU.  Having campaigned for our country to play
a full part in Europe in every election since
1959 and through the 1975 referendum, Liberal
Democrats will continue to do so in any future
election in the best interests of our children
and grandchildren.
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Keith, please look into this issue:
"

The Conservative Leader of Hampshire County
Council has proposed abolition of all the District and
Borough Councils in Hampshire to be replaced by a
single unitary authority based on the existing County
Council.  This would have a larger population than the
largest existing Council in the United Kingdom, the
City of Birmingham.

All parties represented on Basingstoke & Deane are
against this suggestion, which would mean that all the
money invested by this Council would be shared out
across the county.  Council tax in Whitchurch could
go up by as much as £200.

Whitchurch Councillor Keith Watts says “this is not
the time to take decision making further away from
the people affected.  On the contrary, functions that
are being wound down by HCC, such as support for
families, children, libraries and road mending, could be
directed by our Borough Council, sharing resources
with neighbouring Councils where it is efficient to do
so.”

TORY LEADER WANTS MEGA-COUNCIL
Hampshire would be biggest in Britain, bigger than Birmingham

Keeping Whitchurch  Informed all year

Focus
Issue Five 2016 Editor Steve Neilson

Steven.neilson@tiscali.co.uk

Service and action all the
year round from your
Liberal Democrat
Councillor - tell Keith
Watts how he can help



Remember this?
This pothole in the entrance to Orchard Place in
Winchester Street was reported as a trip hazard to
Hampshire County Council in June 2015.  Now it
has a line chalked around it.  Is this progress?

June 2015 June 2016

WHITCHURCH POST
OFFICE TO BE
UPGRADED
Whitchurch to have “Main Style” branch
PO will close for works 6th to 22nd September

Post Office Limited have informed Whitchurch Borough
Councillor Keith Watts that their branch in Tesco
Express, Whitchurch, will change to one of the new main
style branches, meaning

·a newly refurbished branch providing “a modern
environment for customers”

·the same products and services with a selection of on
demand foreign currency

·longer opening hours

The new-look Post Office is
due to open on Thursday
22nd September at 13:00.

Keith Watts says “I am very
pleased at the confidence
shown by the Post Office in
Whitchurch as a thriving
Town with this  decision.  I
am sure that they will find the
investment worthwhile at a
time when the banks have
fled and the local building
society is pulling out.

“It doesn’t seem long since my late predecessor, Gill
Nethercott, successfully campaigned against Tesco’s plans
to remove the Post Office from their shop.”

Tommy Brooks with
Gill Nethercott - 2004

What have they done to our Car Park?

Local Plan adopted for
Basingstoke & Deane
The new Local Plan for Basingstoke and Deane has
been formally adopted and will now guide all
planning decisions until 2029.

Liberal Democrat Campaigner  Steve Neilson said
“now we can quote the adopted plan at public
inquiries to stop developers getting planning
permission for more houses than Whitchurch
needs”.

The Local Plan provides for 350 new homes to be
built in Whitchurch over 15 years.  Permission has
already been granted
for 83 new homes
south of Bloswood
Lane, 100 new homes
east of Winchester
Road and 34 new
homes on the Bloswood Drive allotment site.  40%
of those homes will be “affordable” to rent or part
buy, part rent.

Other allocations will be decided in a referendum
on the Whitchurch Neighbourhood Plan this year.

Bell St car park

Planning - not a perfect world
Keith Watts writes “As we approach the time
when we have to vote on a proposed
Neighbourhood Plan for Whitchurch we need to
bear in mind that ‘you can’t always get what you
want’.  Landowners can’t be made to build houses
or factories where we want them.  I might have to
weigh up my opinions formed over many years
against the disadvantages of not having a plan - and
so will you.”

Residents have complained to Councillor Keith Watts that
building works in Fairclose have occupied parking spaces
in Bell Street Car Park. Keith has asked Council officials if
permission was given for this and, if so, why there was no
consultation before hand. He has been informed that
permission was given for use of a car park space and that
the situation will be reviewed.

http://www.libdems.org.uk/

https://libdems.secure.force.com/Liberal
Democrats/NewMemberRegistration
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